
1) Postmillennial Distinctions 
a) Two major forms 

i) Historicism 
(1) The traditional view of the Reformers & Westminster Confession of Faith. 
(2) Sees Revelation as a timeline of church history with the millennium and 

“golden age” still entirely in the future. 
(a) “Tribulation” is throughout the church age until the “golden age”. 
(b) “First resurrection” in Rev 20 is a special spiritual fulfillment. 
(c) This “golden age” is thus not tied to Christ’s ministry or the 

introduction of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
ii) Preterism 

(1) The majority view of modern Postmillennialists. 
(2) Sees Revelation as prophecy for the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70. 

(a) The “time frame texts” seems to indicate this. 
(b) Other important texts like the Olivet Discourse and 2 

Thessalonians 2 were in anticipation of AD 70. The “Tribulation” 
was thus fulfilled in Israel leading to the Temple ’s destruction. 

(3) The remainder of these notes highlights this perspective.   
b) Shares “realized” eschatology with Amillennialism. 

i) Isaiah 2 & Micah 4 are indicative of the Church Age right now. 
(1) The “house of the Lord” can be seen as either Christ or the Church. 
(2) Nations flowing to the mountain is the conversion of Gentiles and spread 

of Christianity. 
ii) Believes the binding of Satan in Revelation 20 has occurred. 

(1) The binding of Satan was solely for the “deceiving of the nations” and not 
his general presence and activity on the earth. 

(2) This binding occurred during the ministry of Christ as He taught that he 
had “bound the strong man” (Matt 12:29; Mark 3:27). 

(3) The Scriptures speak more conclusively then mere “binding” about the 
destruction of Satan’s kingdom (Col 2:15; Heb 2:14). 

iii) Believes Christ is reigning in His full Davidic capacity presently. 
(1) This is shared with some historic Premillennialist. 
(2) Supported if the ascension (Acts 1:10) is the fulfillment of Daniel 7:9-10. 
(3) The language of Paul supported this view when speaking of Christ’s 

authority (Eph 1:20-23; Col 1:13; 1 Cor 15:25). 
iv) There will be one bodily resurrection. 

(1) The two resurrections in Revelation 20 are of two types: one a spiritual 
resurrection (John 5:25) and the other a bodily (John 5:28-29). 

c) Shares physical manifestation of the millennium with Premillennialism. 
i) Isaiah 2 and Micah 4 are to be fulfilled, meaning a gradual and greater 

fulfillment until the “golden age”. 
(1) The premise of a golden age is found in the Psalms (Psalm 2; 110). 
(2) The gradual increase of the gospel’s success is described in Old 

Testament visions (Ezk 47:1-12). 
(3) Christ’s parable of the mustard seed (Matt 13:31-32) and leaven (Matt 

13:33) teach the gradual success of the kingdom. 


