
First Semester Summary 

Text 
The text for the semester is the book of 

Genesis. This large book acts as the historical 
background to the redemption of the people of Israel 
from Egypt. The book lays the groundwork for 
future promises fulfilled both in Israel’s history and 
ultimately in Jesus Christ. The prophet and national 
leader Moses likely wrote the book sometime during 
the period when Israel was in the wilderness. Moses is generally presumed to be the author of all five 
books under the moniker “the law”: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
 

Much of the text is presented in narrative form and occasionally not in chronological order. 
Because of the wealth of narrative in this long book, some great stories have to be left for future study. It 
is recommend that families take the opportunity to “fill in the blanks” on the excellent stories contained 
in this book. These stories that will go underemphasized include Abraham rescuing Lot (Gen 14:1-6), 
Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek (Gen 14:17-24), Jacob and Esau’s birth (Gen 25:19-28), Jacob 
working with Laban for Rachel and Leah (Gen 29:1-30) and Israel’s final blessing over his eleven sons 
and two grandsons (Gen 48-49). 

Synopsis 
 The book of Genesis is full of beginnings. There is the beginning of creation itself (Gen 1 -2) which 
contains the beginning of man, relationships and dominion of creation. Following close behind is the 
beginning of God’s war against sin and death (Gen 3). God begins the process of redeeming the world 
through one man (Gen 12) and reiterates that promise with the promised son of each generation. God 
opens the process to a nation when He names Israel (Gen 32). Finally, God sets the scene for the first of 
many exoduses and exiles throughout Israel’s history. Thus Genesis ends fully confirming God’s promises 
to Abraham (Gen 15:13-16). 

Significance 
The book answers the basic question of “why are we here”. Written to the fourth or fifth 

generation of people born in Egypt, the history of the patriarchs and how they had arrived at Egypt is a 
reassurance that God works in history to accomplish His purposes. For modern Christians it is fascinating 
to witness the many ways that God’s work throughout Genesis actually points to greater and final 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. If the book of Genesis brought reassurance to Israel in captivity then it should 
bring comfort to us who have received one greater than Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.  

 
 

 



 

Week 1: Creation 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 1-2. 
Relevant texts in the Scriptures include Isaiah 
65:17-25 and Revelation 21:1-4. 

Synopsis 
The six days of creation are recorded. All things 
are created good. Man is placed in charge of all 
creation and this is called “very good”. 

Significance 
Creation establishes the prominence and 
sovereignty of God. It demonstrates His plan for 
a creation that brings Him glory that is 
ultimately fulfilled through salvation. Jesus 
Christ eventually fulfills the role of man ruling 
over creation. 
 

Week 2: The Fall 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 3. 
Relevant texts in the Scriptures include Romans 
5:12-21. 

Synopsis 
The validity of God’s revelation is questioned. 
The place, and contentment, of man is ruined 
under the sway of Satan. Death begins to reign. 

Significance 
The fall of Adam and Eve demonstrates the 
resulting death found in sin. Creation is no 
longer how God desires it to be. God promises to 
restore fellowship. 

Week 3: Cain & Abel 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 4:1-16. 
Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Hebrews 11:4; 12:22-24. 

Synopsis 
Cain, the firstborn, is rejected due to his offering 
apart from faith. Instead of seeking God’s glory 
he kills Abel. Abel’s blood speaks to God against 
Cain. 

Significance 
There is proper worship of God. Jealousy and 
murder push men further from God. The blood 
of Jesus Christ speaks blessing and not curses. 
 

Week 4: The Flood 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 6-8:19. 
Relevant texts in the Scriptures include Matthew 
24:37-39, Hebrew 11:17 and 2 Peter 2:5, 9-10. 

Synopsis 
The line of Cain continues in their path away 
from God. The line of Seth intermingles in 
perversion. Noah alone is found righteous 
before God. Noah’s family alone is saved from 
the judgment of God. 

Significance 
Like Abel, Noah’s faith condemned the behavior 
of the world around him. Through this faith God 
preserved him from judgment. God’s 
judgments are often mocked but never fail.
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Week 1: Covenant with Noah 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 8:20-
9:17. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Leviticus 23:18, Matthew 26:28 and Luke 
22:19-20. 

Synopsis 
Noah sacrifices to God and the aroma pleases 
God. God commands Noah to reign just like 
Adam. God establishes the sign of a rainbow for 
His covenant with creation. 

Significance 
Christ’s body and blood are the new rainbow 
over creation. Christ is the ultimate pleasing 
aroma before God to prevent destruction. 
 

Week 2: Tower of Babel Judged 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 11:1-9. 
Relevant texts in the Scriptures include Acts 2:4-
12 and Revelation 7:9-10. 

Synopsis 
Mankind builds a tower to glorify himself. God 
strikes the people with confusion through 
different tongues. The people are dispersed. 

Significance 
Like Adam, pride requires judgment. God is 
faithful to reconcile the judgment through the 
Holy Spirit. God will gather together all nations 
to worship Him. 

Week 3: Abraham’s Call & Covenant 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 12:1-3; 
15:1-21. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Romans 4:13 and Galatians 3:7-9. 

Synopsis 
Abraham obeys God by leaving his home. God 
becomes Abraham’s eternal reward. God 
promises land and to bless the nations. 

Significance 
God fulfills all of His promises through Jesus 
Christ. Believers are the spiritual seed of 
Abraham set to inherit the world. 
 

Week 4: Sodom & Gomorrah Judged 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 18:20-
19:29. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Matthew 11:23-24 and Romans 9:29. 

Synopsis 
Perversion reigns in Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Abraham intercedes for Lot and his family. God 
saves Lot while judging the sinful. 

Significance 
Without the mercy of God everyone deserves 
the same judgment. Jesus Christ has interceded 
for us as the greater Abraham. Those who reject 
Christ’s work face a greater judgment than 
Sodom & Gomorrah.
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Week 1: Birth of Isaac 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 17:15-
26; 21:1-14. Relevant texts in the Scriptures 
include Isaiah 64:6 and Galatians 3:16-18; 
4:21-31. 

Synopsis 
Abraham is promised a seed. Without faith 
Abraham tries to fulfill the promise through 
Hagar. God fulfills the promise through Sarah. 

Significance 
All attempts to fulfill God’s promises ourselves 
fail. Christ is the promised seed of salvation 
through faith. Works apart from Christ are 
illegitimate and filthy to God. 
 

Week 2: Sacrifice of Isaac 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 22:1-
19. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include John 
3:16; 10:17-18 and Romans 5:8. 

Synopsis 
God commands the sacrifice of the promised 
seed, Isaac. Abraham obeys and God delivers a 
substitute sacrifice. 

Significance 
Christ is the true sacrificed seed. God delivered 
His “Son” as a substitute for sinners. 

Week 3: Esau’s Birthright & Blessing 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 25:29-
34; 27:1-40. Relevant texts in the Scriptures 
include Hebrews 11:20; 12:16. 

Synopsis 
Esau sells his birthright to Jacob for food. Jacob 
deceives Isaac to bless him as the firstborn. 
Esau hates Jacob and seeks to kill him.  

Significance 
Esau, like Cain, forfeited his right as firstborn 
because he lacked faith. We prove to be like Esau 
when we sin without regard for Christ. 
 

Week 4: Jacob Wrestles with God 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 32:22-
32. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Genesis 17:5, 15; Philippians 2:9-11 and 
Revelation 2:17; 3:12. 

Synopsis 
Jacob wrestles all night with God. However, 
unlike with Esau and Laban he cannot win. God 
blesses him and calls him Israel.  

Significance 
Christ is the greater Jacob who receives a name 
above all names. For us the blessing of this 
name is salvation. 
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Week 1: Joseph Sold 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 37:1-
28. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Matthew 1:19-42; 2:13-15; 20:28; 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20 and 1 Peter 1:18-20. 

Synopsis 
Joseph sees vision of himself exalted. His 
brothers are jealous at Israel’s favor on Joseph. 
He is sold and taken to Egypt. 

Significance 
God foreshadows the humbling of the proud. 
Jesus’ father Joseph is the greater Joseph 
protecting his son from Herod. Christ is sold to 
purchase us. 
 

Week 2: Joseph Tempted & Tried 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 39:1-
40:23. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Psalm 1:1-3; Proverbs 5:1-14 and Hebrews 
4:15. 

Synopsis 
Joseph is faithful in Potiphar’s house. Joseph is 
wrongly imprisoned.  God blesses what Joseph 
does because of his faithfulness. 

Significance 
Joseph demonstrates resisting temptation. Jesus, 
the greater Joseph, resisted all temptation and 
never sinned in all that He did. In His 
faithfulness He was wrongly tried and 
persecuted to redeem us. 

Week 3: Joseph Exalted 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 41:1-
57. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Genesis 12:3; Philippians 2:9-11 and Romans 
4:14. 

Synopsis 
Joseph is exalted to the right hand of Pharaoh 
after interpreting dreams and providing 
leadership. Joseph’s deliverance extends over 
the whole world. 

Significance 
Joseph’s faithfulness partially fulfills God’s 
promise to Abraham. Christ, the greater Joseph, 
is raised to the right hand of the Father. His 
reign is the greater blessing to the world. 
 

Week 4: Joseph Merciful 

Text 
The source text for this lesson is Genesis 42:1-
45:20. Relevant texts in the Scriptures include 
Romans 8:29 and Hebrews 2:10-11. 

Synopsis 
Joseph provides faithfully for Egypt and his 
brothers. After testing his brothers he provides 
graciously for them. 

Significance 
Christ having risen provides for His brothers. 
Christ is faithful in His provision for those who 
accept His rule.

TOBC Mile Markers 
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